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OIM UPDATE 
July 2020 

The long, hot, “dog days” of 
Summer in the Northern Hemi-
sphere have arrived with the ex-
pected oppressive heat. But in ad-
dition to flaring temperatures in-
ducing heat related illnesses, there 
is some intense spiritual warfare 
currently raging for the very soul 
of America. The unseen powers 
and principalities are waging bat-
tles in the Heavenlies for supremacy, with the same objective: to de-
stroy the nation that was founded upon Judeo-Christian principles 
and values. As a result, for reasons beyond human comprehension, 
there appears from my limited perspective to be a “spirit of stupor” 
over the land (and perhaps the world) that has made far too many 
influential people seem literally out of their lucid minds. Where is log-
ical thinking, when confronted with fallacious facts and distorted da-
ta? How does one sort through conflicting disinformation and misin-
formation, to discover truth? What can the children of God do beyond 
praying for discernment, understanding, and above all mercy in these 
trying times? How about asking the Lord for answers in His Holy 
Word? Is it possible that the Comforter or Helper (John 15:26; 16:13) 
can reveal truth, when fervently implored for help, to sort out what is 
transpiring in real time? I certainly believe so! 

Quite frankly, this season of discontent and discord is unlike any 
previous time in recent memory. Nevertheless, as one who lived 
through the domestic unrest and political turmoil in the 1960s and 
early 1970s—as a natural person devoid of the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit, my spiritual comprehension was limited at that time. 
Naturally, I was bewitched by the “prince of the power of air,” and 
his clever machinations to tear down American ideals and purpose for 
existence. Successes to remove prayer from the public schools in 
1962, was followed by the excesses of the sexual revolution of that 

A Spirit 

of Stupor 
in America 



4 OIM NEWS 

decade (“free love” or fornication) that culminated with the Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion (infanticide/murder) 
in 1973. Lamentably, these “judgment” worthy transgressions have 
increased exponentially, and have set the United States on a slippery 
slope to decadence and debauchery, so that today, a freefall to de-
struction is practically guaranteed, if God is true to His Word—
unless the faithful repent and seek God’s face for mercy. (Note 
the example of sinful Nineveh in the Book of Jonah.) 

With that as a brief overview, now that I have been a Believer for 
over four decades, I appealed to God for answers in His Word to why 
this is happening. After all, it certainly appears that as God is justly 
judging our country on so many levels, the ability to simply discern 
the truth is difficult to attain. Hence, my initial thoughts turned to 
the Prophet Jeremiah, who was selected from his mother’s womb for 
a difficult assignment to declare truth to the nations: 

“The word of ADONAI came to me, saying: ‘Before I formed 
you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born, I set 
you apart—I appointed you prophet to the nations.’ Then I said, 
‘Alas, ADONAI Elohim! Look, I don’t know how to speak! For I’m still 
a boy!’ But ADONAI answered me, ‘Do not say “I’m only a boy!” For 
to everyone I send you, you will go, and all I command you, you 
will speak. Do not be afraid of them! For I am with you to deliv-
er you.’ It is a declaration of ADONAI. Then ADONAI stretched 
out His hand and touched my mouth and ADONAI said to me, 
‘Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. See, today I have ap-
pointed you over nations and over kingdoms: to uproot and to 
tear down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to 
plant’” (Jeremiah 1:4-10, TLV). 

As I began to read Jeremiah’s prophecy, I was prompted to in-
stead consider the Book of Judges, because it became abundantly 
clear that every generation which has ever existed has had its vary-
ing degrees of wickedness. Perhaps, I considered, there was some-
thing to be understood by observing what occurred to the genera-
tions that followed the “Joshua generation,” which successfully relo-
cated the Ancient Israelites to the Promised Land. 

First remember that the Joshua generation had an extremely dif-
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ficult task commanded by the Lord to “utterly destroy” the seven na-
tions which inhabited the territory promised to the Patriarchs. God 
obviously foreknew that if the Israelites did not eliminate these 
worshippers of false gods, that the consequences would be dev-
astating to future generations. Here are two sobering words which 
were asked of the Joshua generation to execute, as indicated in these 
instructions from Moses found in Deuteronomy 7 and 20: 

 
“When ADONAI your God brings you into the land you are 
entering to possess and drives out many nations before 
you—the Hittite and the Girgashite and the Amorite, the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, 
seven nations more numerous and mightier than you— 
and ADONAI your God gives them over to you and you strike 
them down, then you are to utterly destroy them. You are 
to make no covenant with them and show no mercy to 
them. You are not to intermarry with them—you are not to 
give your daughter to his son, or take his daughter for your 
son. For he will turn your son away from following Me to 
serve other gods. Then the anger of ADONAI will be kindled 
against you, and He will swiftly destroy you. Instead, you are 
to deal with them like this: tear down their altars, smash their 
pillars, cut down their Asherah poles, and burn their carved 
images with fire. For you are a holy people to ADONAI 
your God—from all the peoples on the face of the earth, 
ADONAI your God has chosen you to be His treasured 
people. It is not because you are more numerous than all the 
peoples that ADONAI set His love on you and chose you—for 
you are the least of all peoples. Rather, because of His love 
for you and His keeping the oath He swore to your fathers, 
ADONAI brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. Know therefore that ADONAI your God, He is 
God—the faithful God who keeps covenant kindness for a 
thousand generations with those who love Him and keep 
His mitzvot, but repays those who hate Him to their 
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face, to annihilate them. He will not hesitate with him 
who hates Him; He will repay him to his 
face” (Deuteronomy 7:1-10, TLV). 
 
“However, only from the cities of these peoples, which ADO-
NAI your God is giving you as an inheritance, you must not 
let anything that breathes live. You must utterly destroy 
them—the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites—just as ADO-
NAI your God has commanded you. You are to do this so 
they will not teach you to do all the abominations as they 
have done for their gods, and so you would sin against ADO-
NAI your God” (Deuteronomy 20:16-18, TLV). 
 
Now when one reads these commands in the Twenty-First Centu-

ry, it sounds barbaric and cruel to kill these people simply for their 
worship of false gods. Consequently, despite some recognized victo-
ries over the indigenous population when Joshua led the Twelve 
Tribes into Canaan, their ability to “utterly destroy” the inhabitants 
fell short of the command. Hence, when the Book of Joshua is stud-
ied, one discovers that living with idol worshippers in their environ-
ment simply became Israel’s constant challenge moving forward 
through time. While some of the territory was essentially captured 
and controlled by the Israelites, the ability to totally remove the pre-
vious occupants was never accomplished. 

When Joshua finally died at the age of 110 (Joshua 24:29), the 
remaining elders, who witnessed the miracles of the desert sojourn, 
were now required to carry on the commands of the Lord. But as the 
Book of Judges records, the propensity to follow the inclinations of 
their flesh nature began to predominate their actions, despite some 
partially successful attempts to continue the progress made by the 
Joshua generation. This passage from Judges 2:1-4 indicates that An-
gel of the Lord was willing to help fulfill the commands. However, the 
Israelites failed to follow the instructions with devastating conse-
quences: 

“Now the angel of ADONAI came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and 
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He said, ‘I brought you up out of Egypt and took you into the land 
which I swore to your fathers. I also said, “I will never break My 
covenant with you. Now as for you, you must make no covenant 
with the inhabitants of this land. You must break down their altars.” 
But you have not listened to My voice. What is this you have 
done? Therefore I also said, “I will not drive them out from be-
fore you, but they will be thorns in your sides, and their gods 
will be a snare to you.”’ Now when the angel of ADONAI spoke 
these words to all Bnei-Yisrael, the people lifted up their voice and 
wept” (Judges 2:1-4, TLV). 

Since the Israelites did not break down the altars of the idol wor-
shippers, and began to commingle with them and substantially disre-
gard the commands to be a separate people, then the Lord pulled 
back His protection and allowed the followers of false gods to be-
come a “thorn in the side” and a spiritual “snare” for them. This 
elicited some contrition, evidenced by weeping and most likely some 
repentance, but the die was cast. The pattern of cohabitating with 
people which did not know the God of Israel began, and is a pattern 
which has been repeated down to the present—among many genera-
tions of the people of God—with serious negative consequences. 

In these ancient chronicles, one discovers the serious ramifica-
tions of not following the commands of the Lord. In this case, the 
Land of Canaan was already occupied with nations and people groups 
which were pagan worshippers of false idols and gods. Eliminating 
them to prevent corruption was the initial design. Instead, they were 
not removed, and left among the Israelites to apparently test their 
loyalty to the One True God. 

If one fast forwards to the present condition of America, are 
there some parallels which can be seen? What if a country founded 
on Judeo-Christian principles found in the Bible, with an insistence on 
the rule of law as agreed upon legislatively, allows other groups with 
their ungodly perspectives to cohabit in the same land? Is it possible 
that through the legal or illegal immigration process established by 
legislation, the last great hope for humanity has allowed itself to be-
come susceptible to a godless population that has absolutely no fear 
of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? This thought came to mind, 
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especially when one continues to read in the Book of Judges this brief 
description when the last of the Joshua generation had expired, and 
their children began to dominate the culture going forward: 

“But when all that generation were gathered to their fa-
thers, there arose another generation after them that did not 
experience ADONAI or the work that He had done for Israel. 
Then Bnei-Yisrael did what was evil in ADONAI’s eyes, and wor-
shipped the Baalim. They abandoned ADONAI, the God of their fa-
thers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed 
other gods from among the gods of the peoples around them, 
and bowed down to them. So they provoked the anger of ADONAI. 
So they forsook ADONAI and worshipped Baal and the Ashta-
roth. So the anger of ADONAI burned against Israel, and He 
gave them over to the hands of plunderers who plundered them, 
and He sold them over into the hand of their enemies around 
them, so that they could no longer stand up before their ene-
mies. Whenever they went out, the hand of ADONAI was against 
them for evil, as ADONAI had spoken and as ADONAI had sworn to 
them. So they were severely distressed” (Judges 2:10-15, TLV). 

This next generation did not experience the miracles in the desert 
sojourn, but instead participated in the partially successful conquest 
of Canaan. But as noted, the children of Israel “did what was evil in 
ADONAI’s eyes, and worshipped the Baalim.” It was at this point 
in reading the passage that the word Baalim stood out to me like a 
huge red flag. Of course, the Semitic meaning is simply the plural for 
the word Baal, which neutrally can mean “lord” or “master,” but 
more specifically was one of the major pagan deities of Canaan. While 
it might be a stretch with Baalim, I was reminded from this term of 
the letters BLM, which we are being bombarded with today via the 
nascent “Black Lives Matter” group. In many respects, this is a 
spiritual movement which has swept away all sorts of logic as men-
tioned above, with the “spirit of stupor” literally descending upon 
America, and in some cases, appearing around the world. 

Clearly there is no doubt that over the past 240 years, since the 
generation which drafted and produced the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the Constitution, there has been an influx of various immi-
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grants who have not necessarily believed in the Holy Scriptures. And 
by Constitutional law precedence and the Bill of Rights, the freedom 
of religion is guaranteed for all citizens in the Republic. Hence, eve-
ryone is free to worship whatever they want. For the first two 
centuries or so since the American Revolution, the great majority 
looked to the God of the Bible, as the Supreme Creator and indeed, 
Giver of the rights to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
However, since the 1960s and 1970s as referenced above, the number 
of people worshipping a wide variety of gods (Baalim) has increased 
exponentially. In many parts of the country, the majority by demo-
cratic vote, are to the point of essentially removing the God of the 
Bible from their recollection. 

These are increasingly difficult times for the remnant of Believers 
who continue to pursue the Holy One of Israel. Perhaps it is time 
for God’s children, like the Ancient Israelites who sadly learned 
that their hidden but wholehearted pursuit of Baalim on whatev-
er level, was seen by the Omniscient One with serious ramifica-
tions. As noted in the post-Joshua generation above, being handed 
over to the plunderers and enemies is not a place or condition anyone 
wants to go or endure. Maybe it is time like that foregone genera-
tion to weep for mercy and deliverance, or more specifically like 
the Nineveh generation to fast and pray for God’s compassion to 
fall upon the collection of generations that are alive today. 

Time is short, and without the majority returning to what made 
America what it became and is, the world might just descend into the 
abyss from the very precipice where it stands today. A spirit of stu-
por can make even the strong at heart lose their balance. May the 
words of the anthem, “America the Beautiful” bring tears and heart-
felt repentance to our souls… 

 
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
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From sea to shining sea! 
 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 
 
O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine! 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 
 
As always, we are very thankful for your prayers and financial 

support of the ministry that God has given us to pursue! We whole-
heartedly live each day to serve Him, and by extension seek to en-
courage others with insight and understanding about Him and His 
ways. In this season of turmoil, please seek His face with repentant 
hearts asking for God’s mercy upon our country and that through it 
all, many will come to know Him and His Son, our Messiah Yeshua! 

Advancing God’s Kingdom, until the restoration of all things… 
Mark Huey 


