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The LORD will establish you
as a holy people to Himself,
as He swore to you, if you
keep the commandments of
the LORD your God and walk
in His ways.
Deuteronomy 28:9
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Introduction
If you are a Messianic Believer or are a Christian who is wondering about
Messianic belief and practice, you know that Messianics are not the “norm.” You
know that Messianics break the proverbial “mold” that exists in much of today’s
Christianity. While, like your average evangelical Christians, Messianics believe in
Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ),i and in foundational truths such as salvation by
grace through faith and the final authority of Holy Scripture;ii we also believe and
practice things that many Christians do not. For example, did Yeshua come to do
away with the Law of Moses? Or, did Yeshua come to fulfill the Torah, meaning to
live it out perfectly for us so that we might follow His example?
Sadly, many modern Christians believe the former, rather than the latter.
Christians rightly believe that the reason the Messiah came was to become the
atoning sacrifice for our sins so that we would no longer be “under the Law.” But
too many embrace an errant understanding of “under the Law,” because sinners
who have rejected the Messiah and have rejected the salvation available in Him are
certainly not “under grace.” On the contrary, whether or not they follow the
commandments of the Torah, those who do not know the Messiah are “under the
Law”; they are condemned by the Torah and will be subject to its punishments. No
true Believer who has been born again and blood washed by the Messiah is “under
the Law,” or subject to the penalty pronounced in the Torah upon sinners. As Paul
so properly wrote to the Galatians, the Messiah came “so that He might redeem
those who were under the Law” (Galatians 4:5), standing under the condemnation
of the Torah.
But what was the purpose of God giving His people the Law? Surely it was not
to condemn them, as condemnation only comes to those who break the Law. In
Deuteronomy 7:6 our Heavenly Father says, “For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His own
possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” What the
Hebrew word qodesh or “holy” really means is set-apart. What God wants us for is
to be set-apart; He wants us to be different from the world around us. And He
indeed tells His people how they can be separated:
“The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself, as He swore to you,
if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His ways”
(Deuteronomy 28:9).

i
Yeshua ([:WvyE) is the original Hebrew name of Jesus meaning, “He is Salvation” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus
is derived from the Greek transliteration of Yeshua, Iēsous (VIhsou/j), originally employed by the Greek
Septuagint.
ii
Consult
the
Messianic
Apologetics
Statement
of
Faith
at
<messianicapologetics.net/statementoffaith.html>, and be sure to notice how most of its basic tenets fully
align with today’s evangelicalism.
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The Lord plainly tells us that if we want to be a holy and set-apart people, then
we will follow His commandments or mitzvot of the Torah.iii This concept was
understood by Yeshua, the Apostles, and the First Century assembly of Believers.
The Apostle Peter writes, “but like the Holy One who called you, be holy
yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I
AM HOLY’” (1 Peter 1:15-16).iv
We live in a fallen world today which has decided to reject the Torah and
reject God’s holy Instruction. Similarly, many have decided to reject the teachings
of Messiah Yeshua, which are a reflection of the Torah, and have rejected His
salvation. And even more sadly, many Christians claiming to know Him have gone
after “another Yeshua” or “another Jesus,” who is incapable of providing salvation
because he opposes the Torah—in partial fulfillment of the Messiah’s own
prophecy that in the Last Days, “Because lawlessness is increased, most people's
love will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). Certainly, if we followed and studied the
Torah as the Messiah indeed did, then those in the contemporary Christian
community today would have no discussion about whether or not homosexuality
or premarital sex are sin—because the Torah plainly denounces them as such!
Fortunately, however, many Believers are taking the prophecies of lawlessness
very seriously, and are seeking to be, as Yeshua said, “great in the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 5:19). As the world gets worse and worse, many Believers are
ceding more control of their lives over to the Lord, and are keeping the Torah as He
originally intended it to be: a reflection of His love. They are recognizing the value of
not only the Old Testament, but also the rich spiritual and theological heritage that
we all have from Judaism.
Holding to the position that the Torah or Law of Moses is still to be followed
today is very controversial. Messianic Believers are often criticized and chastised
by others because we keep the seventh-day Sabbath or Shabbat, the appointed times
of Leviticus 23, and follow the kosher dietary laws. What can happen in many
instances is that fierce, vehement debates will ensue among Messianics who are
Torah observant and Christians who are anti-law, with faults committed on both
sides. While discussion and examination of the Scriptures are good, and should be
encouraged, treating others with contempt is in violation of God’s Torah. For the
Torah indeed tells us, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against
the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus
19:18), and Yeshua exemplified this perfectly in His ministry example (cf. Matthew
19:19; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27).
I personally hate division and in-fighting, but do believe that many of today’s
Christians have missed out on much by not considering, or just ignoring, the
instruction of God’s Torah. I believe they have missed out on a treasure-trove of
great insights into the foundation of our faith, and have misunderstood much of
iii
Do be aware, right from the beginning of this publication, that most of the commandments in the
Torah deal with inter-personal relations, and regulate human ethics and morality. Being “Torah observant”
is far, far more than just doing outward things.
iv
Cf. Leviticus 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7.
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the New Testament because they do not have a Torah foundation. It is also sad that
I must report that I think that many Christians who do not follow the Torah will
indeed be “least in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19), because they failed to
let God have more control over their lives and instead succumbed to the flesh.
(Thankfully, only He as Creator knows their final destiny.)
Hopefully we each consciously realize that we are called to emulate the Holy
One of Israel, especially as Yeshua will not return until the “restoration of all
things” (Acts 3:21) has been accomplished. He will only return until things here on
Earth among His people have returned to the way that our Heavenly Father
originally intended. We in the Messianic community, often advocate that this
means that Believers must return to the eternal truths of God contained in the
Torah, that we should live out the Torah via the power of God’s love, and most of
all that we must endeavor to live a life like Messiah Yeshua—who upheld the
Torah in all of His words, actions, and deeds. It has been declared that the Torah
will go forth from Zion, and the nations will welcome God’s Instruction from it
(Isaiah 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-3).
Torah In the Balance, Volume I is a desperately needed book for our times. The
title sums it up all too well: God’s Torah is in the balance. The Torah is in the
balance because its validity is continually attacked by many claiming faith in the
Messiah; and the Torah is in the balance because many of those following the
Torah, in striving to emulate the Messiah, need to learn how to properly follow and
obey it.
It is sad that I must report that there are books, materials, and articles that
endorse Torah obedience, but do so in a very, very unfair way.v These materials
criticize, berate, and many times insult Christians, thus casting Messianics in a very
bad role. On the other side there are some Messianic publications, materials, and
articles that present God’s Torah in an “optional” way for either Jewish or nonJewish Believers, insomuch that they present disobedience to it as not really being
sin, and place no definite requirement before people to change. I think these are
positions that we need to avoid.
I recognize that change does not happen instantaneously in the life of a born
again Believer, but that a steadily, gradual growth into greater holiness via the
power of the Holy Spirit, does need to be encouraged. Torah In the Balance, Volume I
discusses many of the “hot” issues of the Torah, but attempts to do so in a very fair,
scholastic, and loving way as much as possible. As this book’s author, I have done
my best to be respectful to those of you who hold different points of view, and I
would expect you to treat me in the same respectful manner. I believe that a life of
diligent discipleship in following the Lord awaits each of us! Such a life begins with
love for God and neighbor, but by no means ends there.vi
v
These include, but are by no means limited to, pseudo-scholarly publications like Fossilized Customs
or Come Out of Her, My People.
vi
Please note that this book does not address all of the proof verses commonly used by today’s
Christians to say that the Law has been “done away.” Consult the author’s book The New Testament
Validates Torah for an extensive discussion of some of these passages.
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