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Is the Doctrine of
Pre-Tribulation Rapture
Valid or Invalid?
by Jane J. McKee

“The end is near!” is a popular phrase heard around the
world today. Many believe that Messiah is coming any
day—possibly today—to take us to heaven before the
Tribulation. Whether or not there will be a PreTribulation or a Post-Tribulation rapture is one of the
most controversial subjects today. I believe there will be
a Post-Tribulation rapture because Jesus says it, Paul
reiterates it, and John the Beloved explains it.
The doctrine of Pre-Tribulation rapture is preached
in pulpits across the world as a known fact when in truth
Jesus Himself says the exact opposite. In Matthew 24:2931, He says, “Immediately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken (see Revelation
6:12-13): And then shall appear the sign of the son of
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the son of man coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he
shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.” In saying this, Jesus
clearly states that Believers will go through the
Tribulation.
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Another commonly misinterpreted passage is 1
Thessalonians 4:16-18. In this Paul says, “For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Messiah shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with
these words.” In saying those that are alive and remain,
Paul is inferring to the ones who survive the Tribulation
who are also called the assembly of Philadelphia in
Revelation. Earlier in 1 Thessalonians 3:13, Paul said that
Jesus would come back with his Tribulation saints,
which in logical thinking would infer that the Tribulation
had already happened. These Tribulation saints are
known as the “non-survivors” or the assembly of Smyrna
in Revelation. Also, in 1 Corinthians 15:52, Paul says, “In
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the LAST TRUMP:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” This is a more
specific verse of the time of the rapture than 1
Thessalonians 4:16-18 but it says basically the same
thing.
John the Beloved says in Revelation 11:15-17, “And
the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Messiah; and he
shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty
elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon
their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and
art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great
power, and hast reigned.” Look at what happens at the
sounding of the seventh or LAST trumpet. The kingdoms
of this world become those of Christ Jesus. Obviously,
what is being explained here by John is the return of
Jesus and His coming to rule and reign for the
Millennium.
One can see by reading what the Bible says and not
what the doctrine of men says, that the Messiah will
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come after the Tribulation and not before. He will come
and take those who have survived the Great Tribulation
away from the earth before God’s judgment on “The Great
and Terrible Day of the Lord.” So take heed and be ready
for what is ahead. Be like the assembly of Philadelphia
who survives the Tribulation not Smyrna who perishes.
Special thanks are extended to the author’s sister, Jane McKee,
for permission to reproduce this article. This paper was originally
written in 1996 as a middle school persuasive paper at the Christian
academy Jane was attending. Although she was given an A+ and
commended for her ability to prove her thesis, she was nevertheless
censured and unable to share it with her fellow students because it
conflicted with the views of the school.
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Introduction
The report you are about to examine has been composed
to address some doctrinal problems—and perhaps some
serious spiritual issues—among various Believers today.
Many are of the position that any moment, perhaps in the
next sixty seconds, Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ) can
come and rapture us all to Heaven prior to the
Tribulation period. This belief, known as the pretribulation rapture, is extremely popular among those of
our generation.
All too often, those who do not agree with pretribulationism can be, at the very least, branded as being
misguided. However, in some circles, such people can be
considered heretics, denying one of the (supposed)
principal beliefs of Biblical faith. It is imperative that
while we recognize that one’s position on the timing of
the return of the Lord is not a salvation issue, those of us
not holding to pre-tribulationism must address why we
believe it is flawed. We must answer the claims made in
support of the pre-tribulation rapture from Scripture in a
fair and reasonable manner, which pre-tribulationists
have a strong tendency to not often demonstrate toward
many post-tribulationists.
My personal testimony of not believing in the pretribulation rapture is somewhat unique. I attended a
fundamentalist independent Baptist elementary school in
my early years, so when the subject of the end-times
came up, we were simply taught to believe in the pretribulation rapture. Any deviation from this belief (or
even from the King James Version) was considered
dangerous, or perhaps even cultish. This may have been
the exception, as in many denominations and churches

THE DANGERS OF PRE-TRIBULATIONISM

xiv

the end-times would not be considered that important,
but it was my experience.
The end-times were always exciting to me, and I
always wondered why I felt a deep fascination with the
prophetic Scriptures, especially since we were not
supposed to be here during the Tribulation but be
raptured up to Heaven. Several years later when I entered
into high school, I was exposed to alternative views that I
had never heard before, and I began to question whether
or not the pre-tribulation rapture had the validity which
many gave to it. My salvation experience in 1995 had led
me to conclude that since God was powerful enough to
deliver me from all the sin and some various demonic
forces that had been influencing me, certainly He could
protect us through the prophesied Tribulation period.a
As a new Believer I began a process of reading
through one chapter of the Gospels every morning. I
started with the Gospel of Matthew, and was enriched by
being able to simply sit down and meditate on the text.
Within the first month of doing this I got to Matthew 24,
the Messiah’s Olivet Discourse on the Last Days. The
verses which caught my attention, in a morning quiet
time, were Matthew 24:29-31:
“Immediately after the distress of those days ‘the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies
will be shaken.’ At that time the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth
will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And
he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of the heavens to the other” (NIV).

Perhaps you have read these same verses before, and
have wondered...

a
This is discussed, in part in Chapter 13 of the author’s book Introduction to
Things Messianic, “The Assurance of Our Salvation,” and his publication Why Hell
Must Be Eternal.
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Having read that Yeshua (Jesus) would gather the
saints “after the distress of those days” in the NIV, I
started comparing this text with some other Bible
versions that I had convenient. I had been accustomed to
using the King James Version in elementary school, and
it confirmed my suspicions, saying that the Messiah
returned “Immediately after the tribulation of those
days.”
This was the first time I had ever really examined
what the Scriptures told me about the timing of “the
rapture.” I had never known that our Lord Himself
plainly said He was going to gather the saints after the
Tribulation, and not before it as I had been taught. I
began to get my hands on as much information
pertaining to “the rapture debate” that a 14-year old
could find. Two books that really helped me formulate
some early opinions, which my stepfather had
contributed to our new family’s library, were George
Eldon Ladd’s The Blessed Hope (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1956) and The Church and the Tribulation by Robert H.
Gundry (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1973). Both of these
works are considered “classics” in this debate,
representing post-tribulationism. I also consulted some
popular pre-tribulational works, as the Left Behind series
of prophecy novels was just starting to be released, and a
popular fiction book which had preceded it was The
Third Millennium (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1993) by
Paul Meier. While I was intrigued by the debate between
pre- and post-tribulationists, I found myself moving more
and more toward the post-tribulational position. I was
eager to discuss it with people I knew.
When I shared my newly found convictions with my
peers, most rejected it. Many told me that they could not
believe that God would ever make them go through the
Tribulation, especially as they were planning to get
married, have children, and start careers. God, in their
words, would never “ruin their plans.” God would never
make them experience the horrors of the Last Days,
including the possibility of being martyred for the faith.
To them, the Lord would simply return unexpectedly to

