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Have you ever, in a moment of reflection, had the gnawing question 
cruise through your mind that asks: “What am I going to do when I grow 
up?” Well, over the past couple of months, as I celebrated forty years since 
my born again experience in the Fall of 1978 at the age of 27, recent anni-
versaries, reunions, and memorable gatherings have prompted that query. 
As a result, because the Bible has become my instruction manual for life—as 
our family has continued on our “spiritual scavenger hunt” pursuing the 
Lord with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength—the four decade point is a 
Scripturally meaningful place to pause, recall, and assess the decisions made 
over that time period. After all, little did we know that the cloud and pillar of 
fire we have been faithfully following would lead us to where we are cur-
rently located, and with whom we are serving the Holy One of Israel! 

It is hard to believe that it has been forty-five years since graduating 
early from college in December 1972. Then twenty five years ago in 1993 at 
the twentieth reunion, as a zealous pursuer of the Messiah, I was literally 
handing out gospel tracts to my former classmates, who were then well into 
their professional careers. Their rolling eye responses were similar. Howev-
er, when I ran into Margaret Jeffries McKee and found out how as a Chris-
tian woman she was handling her recent unexpected entry into widowhood, 
I excitedly explained with gusto that “I was a Christian too!” Her single syl-
lable response was a wide eyed “YOU?!” Needless to say, before the week-
end was over, the sparks were definitely lit, and by God’s grace, I found my 
soul mate after a twenty-one year hiatus since our one date on October 11, 
1972. However, by the time we married in 1994, my “career” path in com-
mercial real estate had been altered by a simple definition of “success” I 
read in a book, after totally committing my life to the Lord’s service 
(Romans 12:1-2) on February 12, 1992: 

 
SUCCESS: If your would make the greatest success of your 
life, try to discover what God is doing in your time, and fling 
yourself into the accomplishment of His purpose and will. 
(Anonymous) 
 
God is so good. He gave me a beautiful wife with a strong gift of faith, 

so that our “entrepreneuring” through life approach has never been imped-
ed. In fact, early in our marriage we discovered that the “end-time” move of 
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God was to “restore all things” (Acts 3:19-21), before Yeshua’s return to rule 
and reign. So with holy fear and trembling, we flung our family into totally 
serving His purposes and will for our lives together. Thankfully, Margaret is 
a strategic thinker, and once I realized that her strengths were to help or-
ganize and execute some of the visions I had for serving the Lord, the ride 
has been much smoother. In addition to my wonderful wife, I was also 
prompted to adopt John, Jane, and Maggie, so that to the best of my ability, 
I would treat them equally with the two daughters I had from a previous 
marriage. It was not until years later when studying the Torah that I conclu-
sively realized the incredible blessing for taking care of widows and orphans: 

“When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in 
the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the or-
phan, and for the widow, in order that the LORD your God may bless you 
in all the work of your hands” (Deuteronomy 24:19, NASU). 

Of course, serving the Lord requires His calling, and as we grew in our 
marriage, we often wondered why the Lord only allowed us to only connect 
in college and nothing more. The simple answer is this: I was way too imma-
ture and unsaved at 21 years of age, and the Lord wanted five unique and 
talented individuals with the genetic makeup they inherited from their natu-
ral parents. Hence, we are blessed beyond measure with five children, who 
are distinctly gifted and bring us great joy! 

In particular, concerning our ministerial efforts, by 1998 the Lord led us 
into the ministry consulting business so Margaret could utilize her account-
ing skills, and I could help with marketing, conference production, and ad-
ministration. In due time after graduating from college in 2003, John with 
his many talents and gifts, would develop websites, write books, and teach, 
so he joined Outreach Israel Ministries, which had been formally inaugurated 
on November 1, 2002. Eventually after gaining skills in Hebrew and Greek 
from his master’s degree in Biblical Studies from Asbury Theological Semi-
nary in 2008, J.K. McKee continues to bless us and others with his work 
ethic and dedication to serving the Lord with the many volumes he has writ-
ten via the Messianic Apologetics division of OIM. 
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Interestingly, after leaving Dallas in 1998 on our Spirit-led journey, we 
returned to live in the same zip code in 2012, where we became fully reinte-
grated into Messianic Judaism at a local congregation. In time, as Bible and 
Torah teachers with a growing number of volumes authored, we were asked 
to take leadership positions as an elder and with teaching the New Member’s 
class. This has led to my present involvement with the Messianic Jewish 
Alliance of America (MJAA) ministries, which include the Joseph Project 
(humanitarian aid) and the Alliance for Israel Advocacy. After attending the 
Messianic Leadership Roundtable (MLR) in Phoenix early this month, Marga-
ret and I are amazed that the Lord continues to use our family for His pur-
poses and will! After all, a vital part of God’s restoration plan includes re-
turning His people full circle to how during the Apostolic era, Jewish people 
and those from the nations were brought together to take the good news to 
the Jew first (Romans 1:16), in an unheard of “one new man” joint venture:  

“For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and 
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity...that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus 
establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to 
God...” (Ephesians 2:14-16, NASU). 

As non-Jewish Believers with our distinct Messianic call to serve the 
Holy One of Israel, we see a clear path to the mysterious point at some fu-
ture time when “all Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:25-29). What a blessing 
to be part of the end-time saints, who will have a testimony of Yeshua, while 
obeying His commandments (Revelation 12:17; 14:12). What an exciting life 
to be living, simply working as unto the Lord, and depending upon Him for 
His provision! But to add to the definition of “success” referenced above, we 
should each want to hear, whenever our numbered days serving Him are 
over, this simple statement from Yeshua: “well done good and faithful serv-
ant!” (Matthew 25:21, 23). 

Finally, we thank you for your continued prayers and partnership to fi-
nancially support our ministerial efforts. You are a blessing to us and we 
know that you will receive your reward for what you do to keep us serving! 
“May the LORD bless you, and keep you; the LORD make His face shine on 
you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance on you, and 
give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26, NASU). 

 
Shalom, 
Mark Huey 
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NAVIGATING THROUGH 
a very small Messianic movement 

by J.K. McKee 

Many of us, at some significant point or another, have been greatly 
touched by the sentiments of Ephesians 3:17-19: “that Messiah may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Messiah 
which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled to all the fullness of 
God” (PME). What Paul communicates here is that the love of Messiah is 
something which is broad and deep, and is undoubtedly something which 
will take a great deal of effort for Messiah followers to fully comprehend. A 
parallel passage to this would be Job 11:7-9: 

“Can you discover the mysteries of God? Can you find the limits of 
Shaddai? They are higher than the heavens—what can you do? They are 
deeper than Sheol—what can you know? Its measure is longer than the 
earth and wider than the sea” (TLV). 

Our God is big, in comparison to us small mortals. Given the great-
ness and majesty of God and His love for us—and our finality—we should 
each, as maturing Believers in Israel’s Messiah, be able to give others some 
space and maneuverability as they advance in their understanding of Him 
and His ways. Throughout a great deal of religious history, both Jewish and 
Protestant, people have been able to give others—particularly with those 
whom they might disagree on secondary and tertiary issues—the room that 
they need to accomplish the particular work or vocation they believe that 
they have been given by God. This is especially true of the different denomi-
nations and theological sectors of Protestantism, which is large enough to 
permit for there to be differences of opinion on various issues and for peo-
ple to be spread out or part sufficiently so there are not unnecessary clashes 
or incidents. 

 
A Very Small Messianic Movement 

Throughout much of this year, my youngest sister Maggie has been on 
deployment in the North Sea and Arctic Circle aboard the U.S.S. Farragut. 
We have been blessed to be able to communicate with her via social media. 
As we have talked with her about her Navy service, one thing that she told 
us about her cruise really impacted me: “Human beings were not intended to 
live in such close quarters for so long!” Keep in mind that the Farragut is a 
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modern destroyer with a crew of around 300; it is not a wooden ship of past 
centuries where a similarly sized vessel might have a crew of over 1,500. 
Still, the point was made: when kept too close together for too long a 
time, tensions do erupt between people, and the likelihood of there 
being disagreements and incidents increases. 

Today’s Messianic movement is not like evangelical Protestantism, 
where you have a sufficiently large enough group of people, as well as a 
wide enough variety of denominations and local assemblies—where if an 
individual or family does not quite receive what they need in one place, they 
can go to another. Today’s Messianic movement is small, and there are 
not that many options available to people. Today’s Messianic movement is 
much more like the Jewish Synagogue, in that you have a very tight knit 
group of people—and as the old adage reminds us, “Two Jews, three opin-
ions.” Unlike the Protestant world, where if you disagree with the theology 
of a particular group, you can try another group—in the Jewish world you 
learn how to maneuver through a plurality of views and positions on a varie-
ty of non-essential issues. The Messianic movement is quite similar: on non-
essential issues, people have to learn how to be flexible, respectfully disa-
gree, and at least encourage reasonable dialogue on issues so as to decrease 
unnecessary tensions. 

Over the past several years, when people have asked me if there is one 
thing that I would like to see greatly altered in today’s Messianic movement, 
I have responded with something that has puzzled, if not bewildered many: 
We need to fix our demographic imbalance. When you look out at evan-
gelical Protestantism, you will generally find assemblies where there is a fair 
balance across age groups, ethnic groups, economic income, and those of 
different social classes. In today’s Messianic movement, a late-thirties single 
male such as myself, is a niche demographic. There are very few people in 
today’s Messianic movement with whom I can immediately relate, and so I 
have to make the effort to befriend people who are sometimes still in high 
school, or who are approaching retirement age, among the various brackets. 
While I certainly have good and close friends in today’s Messianic move-
ment, not all of them are local, as I instead may only see them once or twice 
a year at a national conference. As it is with all friendships, some people I 
get along with extremely well, and some people I can only get close with 
when certain issues or topics are addressed. 

Some might say that sometime in the near future, as we get closer and 
closer to the return of Yeshua—that things will all even out in today’s Mes-
sianic movement, and we will become more demographically balanced 
among the Jewish and non-Jewish Believers who compose our ranks. Yet, as 
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what has often been billed as “the end-time move of God,” somehow making 
up “the remnant of her seed” (Revelation 12:17, KJV), I am less optimistic 
about the numbers of the Messianic movement increasing in the future, than 
some others might be. 

Today’s Messianic movement is small, and within such smallness is a 
wide diversity of opinions and approaches to non-essential theological and 
spiritual issues. There is more variety on a whole host of topics that face the 
Bible reader, than tends to be publicly acknowledged. Other than general 
appeals made like “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to 
dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1, TLV), it is fair to say that we collec-
tively try to avoid or dismiss the psychology of what it means to be a small, 
and internally diverse, group of human beings. While it is surely important 
for us to retain unity among brothers and sisters, as we anticipate more 
challenges as the Messiah’s return draws near, how will we be able to suc-
cessfully navigate through a very small Messianic movement? 

 
Issues Worth Being Divided Over 

In my multiple years of being associated with the Messianic movement, 
I have seen congregations and fellowships where people will divide with oth-
ers, over the proverbial drop of a hat. They will divide over issues of minuti-
ae, which have no direct bearing on one’s salvation, and importance will be 
given to forms of halachah and faith practice, for which there can be a legiti-
mate array of diverse opinions. More frequently than not, one will be prone 
to find an assembly which is factional, where various cliques in the group 
place a higher emphasis on non-essentials than is useful. 

One of the reasons why we turn to the Apostolic epistles for guidance, 
is so we can avoid some of the mistakes and limitations of those in the First 
Century C.E. The Corinthians were one assembly particularly rife with fac-
tionalism, yet the Apostle Paul’s imperative to them was, “For I determined 
to know nothing among you except Yeshua the Messiah, and Him executed 
on a wooden scaffold” (1 Corinthians 2:2, PME). The identity of Yeshua, His 
sacrifice on the tree, and the salvation He provides to those who trust in 
Him constitutes those things which are to separate us from others. 

While in evangelical Protestantism, people are more likely to find anoth-
er place to worship when discovering what certain people believe about con-
troversies over eternal security, the spiritual gifts, the rapture, or women in 
ministry—because of our small size, people in today’s Messianic movement 
do not often have the luxury of leaving one Messianic congregation to find 
another, on those sorts of issues. If you are going to divide with other peo-
ple who bear the label “Messianic” in some way, then it better be over a 
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major issue! In my ongoing studies and research over the past three to four 
years, the issues which are pressing upon today’s Messianic movement—in 
which we definitely need more refinement and understanding—concern the 
Divinity and Messiahship of Yeshua. While most people in today’s Messianic 
movement are to be commended for correctly believing that Yeshua is God, 
and certainly is the anticipated Messiah of Israel—many people in today’s 
Messianic movement are also one conversation away from having their be-
lief in Yeshua at least startled, if not shaken up. Correct belief has not been 
followed up with correct doctrine, and many have a blind faith in Yeshua of 
Nazareth because some subjective supernatural experience, and not because 
of their study of Holy Scripture. 

Many in positions of congregational leadership and teaching are suffi-
ciently equipped to address the major reasons often lodged by others, 
against why Yeshua is not God, or even the Messiah. But today’s congrega-
tional teachers are often constrained to exposit on the weekly Torah por-
tion, or some other ethical or moral issue facing the assembly. While surely 
important, when these important subjects are not expounded upon regularly 
in Shabbat teaching, one’s congregational constituents will often look else-
where for answers to the questions they pose. Usually accessing social me-
dia, individual Messianic people will be presented with scores of free teach-
ings as to why Yeshua cannot be God, or why He cannot be the Messiah. In 
the past, Messianic congregations would have to guard themselves against a 
visit from a person passing out unauthorized literature, or a Jewish anti-
missionary. While still a looming threat, the electronic tools at one’s disposal 
make the probably of false teaching on the nature of the Messiah, entering 
into one’s congregation, immeasurably high. 

I have never hidden the fact that within my teachings, I consider the 
Divinity and Messiahship of Yeshua to be salvation issues. If I were in a 
Messianic congregation, where the leadership was questioning whether or 
not Yeshua was God, I would leave. To me, the issue is that important. More 
probably what we will each be confronted with, are individuals and families 
within Messianic congregations, who do not believe that Yeshua is God, and 
congregational leadership which does believe that Yeshua is God. What do 
you do, when it becomes public knowledge that there are people in your con-
gregation who believe that Yeshua is Messiah, but a created being? It might 
be one thing if these people stay to themselves, visit on occasion, and say 
nothing. It might be something else if these have been congregational mem-
bers for quite some time, have changed their minds, are active in various 
congregational programs, and have been spreading their ideas to others. The 
leadership of the assembly will ultimately have to decide how to confront 
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such people, perhaps indeed issuing some disciplinary action, or asking them 
to leave. 

 
Issues Not Worth Being Divided Over 

While many of us can understand how individuals in a Messianic congre-
gation, fellowship, or even ministry, may need to be asked to leave because 
they have denied Yeshua as God, and may not even be too sure about Ye-
shua as Messiah—most of the issues that we tend to divide over, and are the 
result of tensions within our rather small faith community, do not bear a 
salvation level significance. The basic common denominator for believing 
in the good news or gospel, is, “if you confess with your mouth that Yeshua 
is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved” (Romans 10:9, TLV). In view of Romans 10:13 following, quot-
ing from Joel 2:32, one can insist that some recognition of Yeshua’s Divinity 
as the LORD is required for salvation; unfortunately, all of us are at some 
point guilty of conflating another issue with the salvation of someone else. 

The world of theology and Biblical Studies is evidence enough how there 
are many topics and subjects worthy of detailed discussion, analysis, and 
indeed debate. We are invited as followers of the Messiah to investigate 
God’s Word, to probe the mind of God, and to consider our relationship to 
both His Creation and wider society. There are issues worthy of our atten-
tion, but they are hardly issues which will directly affect whether we spend 
eternity with the Lord, or separated from Him. For some people, particularly 
in larger faith communities such as evangelical Protestantism—how you 
approach certain secondary or tertiary issues of theology, means that if you 
disagree on an issue, you can find not only another church to attend, but 
another denomination to be a member of. In today’s relatively small Messi-
anic movement, how you approach certain secondary or tertiary issues of 
theology, means that you may have to proceed very cautiously regarding 
what you say—or do not say—around certain people. As James 1:19-20 ad-
vises, “Know this, my dear brothers and sisters: let every person be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger—for human anger doesn’t produce 
the righteousness of God” (TLV). 

In a small faith community such as the Messianic movement, it would be 
naïve of us to think that every single person has the same orientation to-
ward a number of secondary and tertiary, non-salvation issues. In fact, I am 
frequently asked about what I think about various subjects—which some 
think are entirely “off limits” for being discussed in their local Messianic 
congregations or fellowships. Yet, some of these subjects are, for certain, 
entirely legitimate and are indeed discussed in both Jewish and Protestant 
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venues. That there might indeed be more variety in today’s broad Messianic 
community, beneath the surface, than a number of leaders and teachers are 
willing to admit to at present. 

 
Bible Difficulties 

The basic rule of good Bible interpretation, is to interpret a text for 
what it meant to its original audience first, and then to deduce principles for 
modern times. That is easier said than done! Many people incorrectly read 
the Bible as though it were written to them personally and directly, in the 
Twenty-First Century. More so than this, we often apply our Twenty-First 
Century standards of exactness to Holy Scripture. We have each expected 
certain things of the Bible, which the Bible does not expect of itself. 

Too many people in today’s Messianic movement, particularly of the 
older generation, are witnessed to have not engaged that much with how 
the Scriptures came to be, how texts have been transmitted, much less with 
the degree of historical accuracy that certain texts have. For a movement 
which places a high degree of emphasis on the importance of the Tanach 
(OT), we are largely unconscious of how the further back one goes in histo-
ry, the less and less evidence one will have for the events recorded. 

I certainly hold to a high level of historicity and reliability for the 
Bible, but more and more younger people—who are receiving a theological 
education, and are going to be future Messianic leaders—are going to hold 
to a more diverse array of opinions on an entire array of Bible difficulties. 
More often than not, opinions which have been kept private, are going to be 
voiced. How is our small Messianic movement going to handle a diversity of 
views over the numbers of the Exodus, the extent of Noah’s Flood, or over 
the Genesis chs. 1-2 materials and age of the universe? For better or for 
worse, there is a greater selection of opinions and positions on these sorts 
of issues, which we are not willing to publicly recognize at times. 

 
Spiritual Gifts 

On the whole, it is fair to say that today’s Messianic movement would 
describe itself as “Spirit filled,” meaning that it would generally be positive 
about the operation of the Spiritual gifts. Today’s Messianic movement is 
broadly not cessationist, the idea that the Spiritual gifts ended with the 
death of the Apostles, and perhaps their immediate successors. This does 
not mean, though, that there are not some leaders and teachers who are 
cessationists—but more often than not today’s Messianic leaders, teachers, 
and people would be continuists. Today’s Messianic people generally believe 
that rather than ceasing with the Apostles, that the Spiritual gifts have con-
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tinued to the present time. 
Yet, among those who believe in the continuation of the Spiritual gifts, 

are certainly divisions. I am a continuist, but I also believe in the high priori-
ty of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and love (1 Corinthians 13:1). 
While in principle I believe in the operation of the Spiritual gifts, I am also 
on record as being quite skeptical, and even critical, to the excesses of the 
charismatic movement—which at the very least, I do not believe often ex-
hibits a great deal of discernment of mind. Many people who label them-
selves as “charismatic,” do not tend to be very distinguishing between genu-
ine actions of the Holy Spirit, actions of human flesh, and then actions of 
nefarious origin. Many of today’s charismatics want a subjective spiritual 
experience, rather than be committed to external acts of grace and holiness. 

How do we reach a point of maturity, involving the Spiritual gifts, 
where God’s Holy Spirit is able to transform our hearts and minds—not only 
to empower us to do good deeds (Ephesians 2:10)—but to get us to think 
and process increasingly more complicated ideas and concepts? Much of the 
influence that a charismatic reasoning process has had, on various Messianic 
people, has hardly been positive. While we genuinely should want God’s 
Spirit to move, we have also been warned, “Many false prophets will arise 
and lead many astray” (Matthew 24:11, TLV). 

 
The End-Times 

All of us who have been involved with the Messianic movement, for any 
elongated period of time, are aware of our collective interest in the antici-
pated end-times. Because of our focus on Israel and the Jewish people, it is 
hardly a surprise that we pay attention to the Middle East and to when we 
are in human history. There are certainly debates—although much friendlier 
today in 2018 than they were twenty years ago—on whether Yeshua returns 
to gather the holy ones before or after the Tribulation period. There are 
different orientations witnessed among those who are convinced we are 
living in the end-times—with some of the conviction that the return of the 
Messiah is much closer than others, and should what they do or not do with 
their lives, be reflective of this. Certainly, if the Messianic movement is to 
be a significant venue of future Jewish salvation, and in seeing many non-
Jewish Believers tangibly connect to their faith heritage in Israel’s Scrip-
tures—then some evaluation of what we can legitimately do for the future, 
would be in order. We might be able to take some solace from Daniel 12:3, 
“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavenly expanse. 
And those who turn many to righteousness will be like the stars forever and 
ever” (TLV). 
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The Torah 

Today’s Messianic movement, although with some exceptions, believes 
that per Yeshua’s word of the Torah or Law not passing away (Matthew 
5:17-19), that Moses’ Teaching has not been abolished for the post-
resurrection era. This does involve a more positive orientation for the role 
of the seventh-day Sabbath/Shabbat, the appointed times or Biblical festivals 
of Leviticus 23, and the kosher dietary laws—than is seen in today’s Christi-
anity. There are debates, however, over the applicability of these instruc-
tions to Jewish and non-Jewish Believers. There are debates over the ap-
plicability of many Torah commandments for the Twenty-First Century. Far 
too frequently, voices trying to divide a rather small Messianic movement, 
or trying to establish extreme, inflexible positions—drown out those who 
want to encourage obedience to God’s Instruction as a genuine outworking 
of the good works that born again Believers are to have. 

Today’s Body of Messiah needs a foundation in Moses’ Teaching. Much 
of the proliferation of sin and ungodliness, lamentably witnessed in contem-
porary evangelicalism, is a direct result of dismissing the relevance of the 
Tanach (OT) Scriptures for people of faith. While in the past, much of histor-
ical Protestantism artificially divided the Torah’s commandments into the 
-called moral, civil, and ceremonial law—the Torah’s commandments which 
regulate ethics and morality are being eschewed by too many claiming faith 
in Israel’s Messiah. How today’s small Messianic movement can best tackle 
the extremes of legalism and lawlessness, and truly embody the Torah’s 
principles in its missiology, may be a challenge—but not hopelessly impossi-
ble. 

 
Men and Women 

One of the biggest theological controversies today, certainly in Protes-
tantism, and to a lesser extent Judaism, regards the role of men and women 
in spiritual leadership. Customarily from its beginning, the Messianic move-
ment has broadly adhered to a theological position known as complementari-
anism, which while affirming the ontological equality of males and females 
(cf. Genesis 1:27-28; Galatians 3:28), also believes that various principal lead-
ership roles, in both the family and Body of Messiah, are only reserved for 
males. Over the past half-century, for certain, in various branches of both 
Judaism and evangelicalism, females have been increasingly occupying more 
and more positions of congregational leadership, with the principle of 
“mutual submission” (cf. Ephesians 5:20; Philippians 2:4) being highly em-
phasized, and with females in leadership positions in the Bible a definite fea-
ture of study and discussion. 
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It would be a mistake, as a matter of information at least, to think that 
one-hundred percent of today’s Messianic movement is complementarian, 
and that there is not a growing sector of egalitarians—who stress the equal-
ity of males and females—in our midst. Why have some people been open to 
egalitarian views on men and women serving as co-leaders of the home and 
of the assembly? The reasons are likely varied. None of these people, 
though, have done so for liberal intensions, with the result eventually allow-
ing for homosexual marriage—but instead have considered egalitarian per-
spectives because complementarian perspectives did not answer certain 
questions that they raised. In our small Messianic movement, how are we 
going to handle the knowledge of there being people who hold to either 
complementarian or egalitarian theologies in our congregations? Are we 
going to be able to hear one another out, and not immediately dismiss them? 

 
How will you navigate through our small Messianic movement? 

Believers in Israel’s Messiah are directly admonished, “Pursue peace 
with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord” (Hebrews 12:14, NRSV). A number of the issues which I have noted, 
have served as dividing lines among different denominations and sects—
even though none of them directly affect one’s salvation. Of course, each 
one of these issues does involve how we read and interpret Scripture—and 
religious history is evidence enough of how not everyone reads and inter-
prets Scripture in exactly the same way. 

Today’s Messianic movement is small, and that means that there is 
going to be a diverse array of opinions, on non-salvation, non-essential is-
sues, likely enclosed in tight congregations and fellowships. If there is any 
issue over which we should divide, it is over the Divinity and Messiahship of 
Yeshua of Nazareth. While some of us might be seen to have a diversity of 
opinions and positions on the spiritual gifts, the end-times, or men and 
women in leadership roles—none of those issues have a direct bearing on 
whether or not we are forgiven of our sins. These are issues which require 
us to be diligent students of God’s Word, and fair-minded, mature people, 
who can learn to be a little flexible amongst diversity. 

As we approach the return of the Messiah, the need for the Messianic 
movement to recognize how the Jewish community has stayed coherent for 
centuries—despite its internal religious and philosophical diversity—will 
become apparent. The Messianic movement may never be as large, or as 
demographically balanced, or even as ideal, as some may want it to be. How-
ever, we should definitely be seeking the Lord and His ways more and more, 
and as we do this, ask Him to give us the ability to accomplish His tasks on 
Earth! 


